
Riding a motorcycle or moped 
To ride a motorcycle or moped on public roads you need to get a provisional 
licence and then complete the Compulsory Basic Training (CBT) to get a 
certificate. 

Mopeds 
The way moped entitlements have changed, but you still need to be 16 years of age 
to ride one.  

If you passed your car driving test on or before 1st February 2001, you do not need to 
complete the CBT to ride a moped, however this does not entitle you to ride a 
motorbike. 

Learning to ride 
You need to have the right provisional driving 
licence when you’re learning to ride. You can 
do your CBT on a moped if or if you are 17 
you can do the CBT on a 125cc motorcycle 
with gears (A1 Licence).  
Your CBT must be completed with a DVSA 
Registered training school, whereas this can 
normally be completed in a day, often it takes 
longer, and depends on your ability to ride 
safely on the road. All training schools charge 
their own rates, there is no set price for doing 
your CBT. You can either hire a moped or 
125cc bike from the training school, or if you 
use your own bike ensure that it is taxed, has 
a valid MOT and is insured. 
Trainers should be reasonably confident, 
when they issue a CBT certificate, that the 
learner has the required level of skills, 
knowledge and understanding.  
Once completed, your CBT certificate lasts for two years. If you have not passed 
your full licence, you must renew your CBT every two years. 
We have a complete list of training schools serving Staffordshire on our website at 
www.staffsbiker.co.uk/trainers. 

 
If you have a full EU driving licence 
You must exchange your licence for a GB licence, register your licence with the 
DVLA. If you register your EU driving licence, you’ll have to exchange it for a GB 
licence after you’ve passed your theory and practical test. 

Tricycles 
Provisional category B car licences and provisional category A licences now only 
cover you to ride motor tricycles if you have a physical disability. Driving tests for 3-
wheeled vehicles are only available for physically disabled drivers. If you’re not 
physically disabled and want to ride a tricycle, you’ll need to get the right provisional 
entitlement and pass the CBT. 

You can drive a motor tricycle of any power rating if you’re over 21 years of age and 
you have a full car driving licence. You’ll need a full category A1 motorbike licence to 
ride motor tricycles up to power output 15 Kilowatts (kW), and a full category A 
motorbike licence to ride trikes with a power output more than 15 kW. 



Motorcycles 
There are three different categories of motorcycle and you’ll need to get the right 
entitlement on your licence and be old enough to ride bikes of that category. You 
must pass both parts of the practical test within two years of taking the theory test. 
Once you have done your CBT you have two years to pass your theory and practical 
tests or you must do your CBT again. 

Licence 
Category 

Vehicles you can ride Licence Requirements Minimum 
age 

A1 Light motorcycle up to 11 kW 
(and a power-to-weight ratio 
not more than 0.1 kW per 
kg) and 125 cc 

CBT, theory test, 
practical test 

17 

A1 Motor tricycles with a power 
output not more than 15 kW 

CBT, theory test, 
practical test 

17 

A2 Standard motorcycle up to 
35 kW (and a power-to- 
weight ratio not more than 
0.2 kW per kg), bike must 
not be derived from vehicle 
more than twice its power 

Direct access route - 
theory and practical 
 
Progressive access 
route - 2 years’ 
experience on A1 
motorbike and a further 
practical test 

19 

A Unrestricted motorcycles in 
size/power, with or without a 
sidecar, and motor tricycles 
with power output over 15 
kW 

Direct access route - 
CBT theory and 
practical (you must be at 
least 24) 
 
Progressive access 
route - held an A2 
licence for a minimum of 
2 years - practical test 
(21 or over) 

24 (direct) 
or 21 
(progressive 

 
 

Full Motorcycle Licence (known as 
the Direct Access Scheme) 
All riders must complete the theory test 
before taking the practical motorcycle 
test. A course of riding lessons will be 
booked through a motorcycle training 
school, who will book your practical 
tests when you are ready to do so. 
There are two parts to the motorcycle 
test: Module 1, which is completed off-
road, and must be passed until moving 
on to Module 2, which is completed on-
road, both assessed by a DVSA 
examiner at a test centre. Correct 
protective gear should be worn when 
taking the test or it may not go ahead.  

 

 



Module 1 Overview 

This module is tested in a safe off-road area; it takes about 20 minutes. You’ll need 
to show that you can do the following with your bike: 

• wheel the moped or motorbike and use the stand 
• do a slalom and figure of eight 
• a slow ride 
• a U-turn 
• cornering and a controlled stop 
• cornering and the emergency stop 
• cornering and hazard avoidance 

Module 2 Overview 

This is the on-road module and it usually takes about 50 minutes. You’ll need to 
show your Module 1 pass certificate when you take your Module 2 test. You must 
use the same size and type of motorbike for both modules. 

The module includes: 

• an eyesight test 
• a series of safety questions 
• road riding including stopping, an angle start (pulling out from behind a parked 

vehicle) and a hill start, where possible 
• 10 minutes of independent riding, when you’ll be asked to ride a route 

following traffic signs or a series of directions, to see how you make decisions 
while riding 

• While you’re riding on the road, the examiner will give you directions using a 
radio; they will normally follow you on a motorbike 

If you fail 

If you fail, your examiner will explain the faults and give you a copy of the riding test 
report. At a Module 2 test, you can ask your trainer to be there when you’re given 
your feedback. 

You’ll have to wait at least three working days before you can retake Module 1. You 
can’t take Module 2 until you’ve passed Module 1 so, if you need to, change the date 
of your Module 2 test. Remember, you can only change the date if it’s more than 
three working days away. 

If you fail Module 2, you’ll have to wait 10 working days before you can retake the 
test. 

If you pass 
 
If you pass, well done, enjoy biking, and stay 
safe. 

 
 

 


