
Riding in Wet Weather 
Why riding in wet weather? Because it’s not only about riding in the rain. There are 
more motorcycle collisions and biker casualties on wet roads when it’s stopped 
raining, so our tips are not only about when it’s raining. It’s obviously more 
hazardous to ride in the rain, but when the rain stops, we get more confident, ride 
faster and forget the things that were keeping us safe when it was raining, but the 
hazards are still there. 

The best advice you'll ever have 
toward riding in wet conditions is 
to not do it at all, if you don’t have 
to. You put yourself in a 
dangerous position when you try 
to tackle slippery surfaces with just 
two wheels. Your balance and 
control are immediately put at risk 
when it's raining, but there are 
ways to increase your safety even 
in the wettest conditions. 

 

 

Top Tips for Wet Weather Riding 
Be Observant 
There are many hazards in wet conditions, so it’s important to be observant and 
concentrate hard, something that can be difficult when you’re wet. 

Gear 
There is a wide range of wet weather gear available, and buying the right gear will 
make life more comfortable to ride in the rain; wearing summer gear can make you 
feel cold and uncomfortable, and cause you to lose concentration; if you feel like this, 
stop and wait. All gear must fit properly, if it’s ill-fitting it may leak rain, so may still 
make you feel wet and cold. 

Helmets 
Whichever helmet you use you will have problems with the rain. A closed-face or 
helmet with a visor will potentially steam up, so you will need to keep clearing the 
visor; there are aids on the market (vee wipe) that can help with this. Open face 
helmets won’t steam up, but rain at speed hurts and you will get wet and cold. 

Visibility 
Be Seen! Collisions with other vehicles are common and so ensure that other road 
users can see you by wearing high visibility gear. White helmets are seen best in all 
weather conditions, so avoid wearing dark colours. And position yourself in the road 
so that cars in junctions can see you more clearly, although be aware or the road 
conditions and don’t put yourself in more danger. Headlights are compulsory now, so 
they should be on, but don’t forget about your visibility, some cars may not have their 
lights on. 

Use Other Motorists 
By staying well behind other vehicles, you can observe what they must encounter. It 
allows you to observe the hazards well before you meet them, and don’t forget the 



triangular road signs (hazard warning signs) will give you plenty of warning of static 
hazards, as well as where the road is liable to flooding etc. 

Tyres 
Most bikes will have the slick tyres with 
no or little tread, these are not really 
suited to wet weather conditions, as top 
Moto GP riders do, they change their 
tyres when it rains. Slick tyres are 
designed to have as much contact with   
the road as possible, to provide as much traction as possible. Wet weather tyres 
have deep tread, which disperses the water most efficiently, reducing the risk of 
sliding or skidding. If you can change tyres in wet weather that would be ideal, but 
mostly we can’t, but if you find that you’re riding in wet weather regularly, maybe in 
winter, you may decide to change your tyres. If you’re riding on slicks, you must 
realise that you will lose a lot of grip and are at higher risk in rain or on wet roads. 

Braking 
It is important to ride cautiously, if you ride too fast, you’re going to miss something 
or not have enough time to react; consider covering your brake to reduce reaction 
time but avoid heavy braking unless in an emergency.  
Braking distances double in rain, so keep well back from the vehicle in front, and 
think about other road users, like pedestrians or cyclists, who may be trying to avoid 
the rain and may not be concentrating; the most common cause of speed-related 
collisions are vehicles running in the back of another vehicle. 

The Road Surface 
When it is raining the main issue is standing water, all the surface will have water, 
but there may be puddles, water-filled potholes, or drainage water at the side of the 
road; all are best avoided if possible. Try to ride across any standing water in a 
straight line and avoid braking. Manhole covers, ironworks, white road markings and 
cat’s eyes will be very slippery and be cautious when crossing railway lines or riding 
on roads with tram lines, as these will unbalance you in dry conditions and will be 
treacherous in wet conditions. Oil and diesel on the road are more hazardous and 
slippery in wet weather, however it is easier to spot when it’s been raining as it can 
be identified by the rainbow effect. 

Country Roads 
Rural roads are more undulating and 
will have lots of hidden dangers. 
Visibility is reduced, we can’t see 
what’s happening around the bends, 
and dips in the road will hold water. 
Areas where cattle have been crossed 
will become more slippery and farm 
vehicles in the road will be less   
noticeable. Your speed will also play an important part in your ability to corner safely 
in the wet, use the slow in, steady out method when cornering in the wet. 
 
After the Rain Has Stopped 
The hazards don’t stop when the rain stops. The roads are still slippery, the puddles 
are still there, braking distances are still doubled, the hazards are still there. Don’t 
become complacent and assume you can ease up and go faster, the roads are still 
hazardous. 


