
Group Riding 
 

Getting on the road with mates can be 
a great experience and a ride-out to 
The Ponderosa or just an evening at 
The Raven can be part of the great 
social life bikers enjoy. However, riding 
in small groups can pose problems for 
some riders, with some individuals 
finding the experience uncomfortable 
and unsafe. Here we offer our top tips 
for small groups riding together, 
although the same rules apply to large 
organised groups too, we aim this at 
friends who want to look after each 
other. 

 

 
 
Know your route and destination 
Holding a riders’ meeting before you set off is a good idea. You can agree the 
destination, the route, any rest or fuel stops, and maybe prepare a map beforehand 
to distribute between yourselves. By knowing the stops and the destination, anyone 
who loses the group will not be under pressure to catch up. Hand signals that can be 
used to communicate between each other can be agreed for any issues or 
emergencies on your trip. 

Be prepared 
Make sure at least one person in the group has a first aid kit. Is anyone first aid 
trained? If not why don’t one or all of you attend one of the ‘First Aid for Bikers’ 
courses run by Staffordshire County Council, find out more at 
www.staffsbiker.co.uk/first-aid-for-bikers-courses. A small tool kit is handy and 
maybe a few crucial bike spares could be carried; these could be shared amongst 
you. Ideally all should have a mobile phone with them and you all should have each 
other’s numbers. A list should be made of an emergency contact number, should you 
need to call a friend or relative. 

 

Stay together 
The true fun of the ride is experiencing it 
together. This means those leading make 
good decisions in order to keep the group 
from separating. Traffic lights can cause 
riders to lose sight of each other. Leaders 
can slow down and stop at a light that is 
close to changing to red if there is enough 
time and space.  

Another good option is to stop in a safe area on the side of the road after passing 
through a light to wait for the other riders to catch up. It makes sense to set meeting 
places in case you do get separated. If someone falls behind, slow down and let 
them catch up. 
 
 



Leader and Sweep Rider 
It doesn’t matter how many are in the group, there should always be a lead rider, 
who is at the front, and a sweep rider, at the rear; ideally both should be experienced 
riders. This lead should be a rider who understands the limitations of the riders in the 
group and can set the pace. This person is trustworthy and has good judgment, to 
not put others as risk. This rider makes quick decisions to avoid hazards in the road 
and is also a great communicator. A sweep rider is the last rider in the group. The 
role of this person is to keep a good eye on the riders in front. A sweep rider is 
experienced and knows what to do in case of an accident or mechanical failure. 
 

Staggered Formation 
The most common type of collision 
when riding in groups is one rider 
running into the back of another, 
generally because they were riding 
too close. To avoid this, you can ride 
in the staggered formation, which 
allows you all to stay together, but 
allows more space between riders. 

 

 
In a staggered formation, the first bike rides in the left third of the lane, and the 
next bike rides in the right third of the lane. By being in this formation, you give 
each rider more has more chance to respond to road hazards and lessen the 
chances of taking out another motorcycle in a collision. There are instances where 
you'll fall into a single-file line. If you're traveling on a curvy road or if visibility 
drops, single file is best. Watch for hand signals from the lead rider to tell you 
when to go from staggered to single file. Try to avoid side-by-side formations, as 
the limited space between riders can create more safety problems. 

 
Know how to pass cars as a group 
Passing a car is more complicated with a string of bikes. It's important that everyone 
knows how to pass, with the lead deciding whether to pass or not. If a pass is called 
for, the proper motorcycle group riding etiquette is for the leader to go first, 
completes the pass returning to his or her staggered riding position. The next rider 
follows suit. Riders pass one at a time and return to their positions after doing so. 
Each rider should evaluate safety before passing. Use your mirrors, look around and 
pass when it's safe. Don't feel pressure to pass quickly just to catch up with the 
group. You're all going to the same destination, and you can meet everyone there. 
 
Don’t ride beyond your skill level 
Skill levels vary, some riders have years of experience, while others are new to the 
open road. Your skill level only matters if you try to exceed it. In other words, know 
your limits, don't push them, and don't let pressure force you to ride outside of your 
ability. If you fall behind the pack, for example, don't feel pressure catch up. If you 
encounter bad weather, don't feel the need to drive differently than you're 
comfortable with. If you want acceptance, stay safe. It's that simple.  
You are always in control of your ride. If you feel like your safety is at risk or you 
decide you no longer want to ride with the group, signal the sweeper and pull safely 
out of formation. You can always meet up with the group later at a designated stop. 
 
When group riding, follow these tips, look after each other, Stay Safe! 


